Finding Our Anchor in an Autumn of Gratitude
By Pastor Daniel Randall

As the blistering summer heat of the Gulf Coast finally yields to the crisp, welcome breezes
of autumn, our beautiful community of Lillian enters a natural season of reflection. The changing
weather invites us to slow down, look back on the year behind us, and prepare our hearts for
Thanksgiving. Yet, if we are completely honest, true gratitude doesn't always come easily. We live
in a world often fractured by storms, unexpected hardships, and the heavy burdens of daily life.
How do we cultivate a genuine heart of thanksgiving when the circumstances around us feel
uncertain?

The answer is found not in ignoring our challenges, but in changing our perspective.
Gratitude is an active, intentional choice to look past our immediate trials and anchor our souls in
the unshakeable goodness of God. Throughout history, believers have used the power of music to
ground themselves in this truth. When we look at the great hymns of faith, we find that the most
powerful anthems of praise were rarely born out of easy times; they were forged in the valleys,
serving as defiant declarations of God’s faithfulness.

Consider the timeless standard, "Now Thank We All Our God." It was penned by a pastor
named Martin Rinkart in the midst of the devastating Thirty Years' War. Surrounded by hardship,
loss, and deep community suffering, he chose to lift his voice and declare: "Now thank we all our
God, with heart and hands and voices, who wondrous things has done, in whom this world
rejoices." That is the power of true gratitude. It refuses to let the noise of a broken world drown
out the eternal melody of God's grace. It is a reminder that even when we cannot see the road
ahead, we can look back and see the steady, sustaining hand of the Master Craftsman who has
carried us through every storm.

As we prepare to gather around our family tables this season, we are also reminded of the
rich blessing of community. In our town, we know that we are stronger together than we are alone.
The beloved classic "We Gather Together" captures this beautifully, reminding us of the joy of
collective fellowship and divine protection under a sovereign God. When we come together in
unity, whether in our sanctuaries, at community events, or around a shared meal, we create a
sanctuary of hope. Let us sing with the harvest writers of "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come,"
recognizing that God is constantly working behind the scenes to provide for, sustain, and ultimately
perfect His creation. And when our own words fail us, may we lean on the simple, crossover classic
"Give Thanks", proclaiming with a grateful heart because of what the Lord has done for us. This
Thanksgiving, may your homes be filled with peace, your tables be surrounded by love, and your
hearts be anchored in an immortal hope that no earthly season can fade.

Ultimately, when it comes down to it, all our words fall short. We look at the overwhelming
goodness of God, and we realize we have nothing new or grand enough to fully express the depth
of our thankfulness. Human songs will always find an ending, but His faithfulness never does. So,
when words completely fail us this Thanksgiving, we are left with just one true response and one
simple move: to stretch our arms wide in surrender and offer up the only thing we have that is truly
fit for the King, a humble heart simply singing Hallelujah.

This season, don't let your soul get shy. Lift your voice, use the strength in your lungs, and
let your praise out. It might feel small, and it might not feel like much, but it is exactly the raw,
honest offering He delights in. May your homes be blessed, and may your heart be filled with a
persistent joy that praises Him again and again. Happy Thanksgiving!



