A Message of Hope for the New Year

As we enter a new year, we move from Christmas to the season of Epiphany, marked by
Epiphany Sunday, January 4, 2026. The ancient journey of the Magi offers a timeless message
of hope, perseverance, and the power of transformation. Their pilgrimage serves as a powerful
metaphor for our own lives, encouraging us to seek guidance and embrace the changes that shape
our path.

The Magi were hopeful, wise seekers who followed an extraordinary star, which they
recognized as a sign of a newborn king. Their decision to follow this distant light, despite the
immense travel and uncertainty, embodies a hopeful spirit. Unlike King Herod, who was disturbed
by the news of a new ruler, the Magi had the courage to step outside their comfort zones in search
of something new. Their story encourages us to remain attentive to the "guiding lights" in our own
lives, our values, our purpose, or a quiet inner knowing that beckons us toward a meaningful future.

The Magi's journey from the East was not a simple trip; it was long, arduous, and
potentially dangerous. Their perseverance through these challenges reminds us that the path of
hope often involves "twists and turns" and requires patience and faith to continue. "We cannot let
our weariness; our falls and our failings discourage us." This message of resilience is a valuable
one for the new year, when we invariably face difficulties. It encourages us not to lose heart but to
trust that our journey, with all its ups and downs, is part of a larger, guiding process.

The ultimate lesson of the Magi's story is the power of transformation and the opportunity
for new direction. Their encounter with the Christ child changed them profoundly. They offered
gifts that were symbolic of Jesus' royalty, divinity, and humanity. After their encounter, they were
warned in a dream not to return to Herod and departed for their home "by another way." This
change of route symbolizes more than a detour; it represents a fundamental internal shift. Like the
Magi, we are invited to let our pursuit of what matters most transform us. The hope they found in
the humble Son of God inspires us to look for the sacred in unexpected, everyday places and to
embrace the new directions our lives might take. Their journey is a timeless reminder that after
experiencing a profound change in perspective, we can no longer go back to our old ways. May
your New Year be one marked by a clear guiding light, persistent hope, and transformative
encounters with the divine.

If you haven’t yet found a church family, we would love to have you join us for worship
on Sunday at 8:00 or 10:00 AM and our monthly Community Potluck Supper January 19 at 5:30
PM. From our church family to yours, please receive this special New Year's Prayer from Romans
15:13, "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit."

Happy New Year!



